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BRIXHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


9k 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


preface 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I present  herewith  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  during 

1964. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


An  overall  increase  of  240  persons  brings  the  estimated  mid-1964 
population  to  11,390.  There  were  20  more  births  than  deaths  and  it  is 
estimated  that  220  persons  moved  into  the  area. 


Births  and  Deaths 


The  Birth  Bate  at  21*3  per  thousauad  population  is  remarkably  good  and 
is  above  the  National  Rate  of  18.4  per  thousand.  Likewise  the  Death  Rate  at 
10.20  per  thousand  population  is  less  than  the  National  Rate  of  11 «3*  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  20.4  per  thousand  live  births  is  close  to  the 
National  Average  and  there  were  again  13  illegitimate  births.  Three  children 
were  still-born. 

Disease  of  the  hesirt  and  circulation  accounted  for  97  deaths  (35%  of  the 
total),  two  more  than  in  1963*  There  were  24  deaths  (13*6^  of  the  toteil)  from 
cancer,  five  fewer  than  in  1963  aiid  only  two  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchus.  One  person  died  as  a result  of  a motor  vehicle  accident,  but  there 
were  4 deaths  due  to  all  other  forms  of  accident. 
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COMMUNICABIE  DISEASES 


A total  of  5^  cases  of  commimicable  diseases  was  reported,  but  only 
two  cases  were  statutorily  notified  by  doctors#  The  remainder  were  informally 
notified  through  the  School  Health  Service  and  the  Torquay  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee#  Not  all  the  diseases  informally  notified  are  statutorily 
notifiable  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  this  applies  especially  to  the  41 
caises  of  mumps  informally  notified# 

A routine  matter  which  caused  a considerable  amoxmt  of  'detective  work* 
in  June  was  the  tracing  and  impounding  of  tins  of  corned  beef  from  batches 
connected  with  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at  Aberdeen.  Eighteen  tins 
from  suspected  batches  were  located  at  Brixham,  two  of  which  had  been  consumed 
by  forty- five  persons.  All  local  general  medical  practitioners  were  supplied 
with  confidential  details  and  were  asked  to  be  on  the  look  out  for  cases  of 
typhoid  fever#  No  cases  occtirred# 

Salmonella  infection  on  a farm 


Once  again  an  infection  due  to  salmonella  typhi-murium  wais  reported  from 
a farm  (a  different  farm  to  that  reported  in  1963)*  A cow  and  calf  died  but 
at  post  mortem  only  the  swabs  from  the  intestines  of  the  dead  calf  yielded 
salmonella  typhi-murium#  Veterinary  officers  discovered  that  amongst  animal 
contacts  of  the  dead  calf  three  further  calves  were  infected,  two  being 
symptomless  carriers#  So  far  as  human  contacts  of  infection  were  concerned 
there  were  five  fairm  workers  closely  connected  with  the  cattle#  Several  of 
these  and  their  families  suffered  a sharp  attack  of  diarrhoea  lasting  about 
twelve  hours  during  the  previous  month,  but  cleared  up  with  the  cause  un- 
diagnosed bacteriologically  following  medicail  treatment#  During  investigations 
I inspected  the  farm  concerned  and  found  the  hygiene  there  to  be  excellent# 


GENEE^L  HEALTH 


Overflowing  Population 


At  the  peak  of  the  August  holiday  period  it  was  estimated  the  town 
contained  139735  visitors#  The  resident  population  was  only  11,390  so  that 
the  two  combined  reached  a figure  of  25,000  population.  These  6Lre  factors, 

I regret  to  say,  often  neglected  when  the  cost  of  providing  amenities  £ind  service 
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in  the  town  are  discussed  at  Rate  Estimate  Meetings#  Services  and  local 
government  staffs  which  may  be  adequate  to  deal  with  a smaller  resident 
population  in  winter  time  are  hopelessly  overstretched  and  inadequate  to  deal 
efficiently  with  this  peak  population#  It  is  not  just  an  isolated  event# 

The  holiday  population,  which  is  Brixham’s  bread  and  butter,  builds  up  to 
a peak  level  over  a period  of  some  months  and  tails  away  over  another  but 
shorter  period  of  months;  and  it  does  the  same  thing  each  year  relentlessly# 

In  fact  in  it  did  it  to  the  extent  of  1,555  more  persons  than  ih  1963® 

From  a hesQ-th  viewpoint  the  Council  could  usefully  employ  a second 
public  health  inspector,  especially  in  the  summer  months,  to  cairry  out  shop 
2uid  food  premises*  inspections;  increase  the  size  of  and  frequency  of  refuse 
collections;  fully  staff  public  conveniences  for  longer  periods  each  twenty- 
four  hours  to  cut  down  vandalism  in  toilets  and  make  the  services  available 
to  a larger  number  of  people,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  are  decent  people; 
and  repair  or  renew  the  surfaces  of  numerous  side  roads  in  the  town  to  reduce 
hazards  from  dust  and  noise  particulaurly  when  the  extra  holiday  vehicles  pass 
by#  The  fact  that  Brixham  is  far  bigger  than  it*s  resident  population  for  half 
the  year  ought  to  make  the  Coxmcil  want  to  improve  living  conditions  not  only 
for  the  holidaymakers,  but  for  it*s  residents  also# 

These  things  are  very  much  my  concern  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
I feel  it  a duty  to  bring  them  to  notice  in  this  manner# 


Nuisance  from  sewage 


In  July,  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season,  a sewage  ejector  pump  at  a 
large  holiday  camp  broke  down  and  crude  sewage  flooded  over  a cliff  footpath 
and  down  across  the  beach  below#  This  went  on  for  several  days  because 
difficulties  were  experienced  in  having  repairs  carried  out#  Verbal  intimation 
was  given  to  the  camp  management  that  unless  repairs  were  speedily  carried  out 
it  might  be  necessary  to  ask  the  Council  to  order  the  camp  to  abate  a nuisance 
\mder  Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^#  Had  this  happened  it  would 
virtually  have  closed  part  of  the  camp  and  would  have  inconvenienced  hundreds 
of  holidaymakers  and  dealt  a blow  at  the  holiday  industry  locally.  The  camp 
management  was  subsequently  advised  to  install  duplicate  pumping  equipment# 


•’Beatnicks” 


One  large  house  close  to  the  town  centre  was  occupied  by  beatnicks,  but 
they  had  vacated  the  premises  before  Christmas,  1964# 
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National  Assistance  Acts«  19^8  and  1931 


No  official  action  under  Section  k7  of  the  19^8  Act,  to  remove  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention,  was  necessary  in  1964*  One  burial  was  carried 
out  under  Section  50  of  the  1948  Act« 


JxL  conclusion  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
received  during  the  year  from  Councillors  and  my  Colleagues  on  the  staffo 


JOHN  WILDMAN 

Mediceil  Officer  of  Health, 


June,  19650 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
John  H.  WILDMAN,  M.RaC,S*,  L^R.C.Po,  D*P,H* (Lond) . 
Local  Office 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Brixhamo  Telephone:  Brixham  2206  Extno  5 
Central  Office  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paignton. 

Telephones  Paignton  5637"!  Extn*  39 

Medical.  Officer’s  Clerk/shorthand  typist;  Mrs.  S»  Beamnont, 
Public  Health  Department,  Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paignton. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mo  DURHAM-WATSON,  Inspector  of  Meats  and  Foods,  Housing  Manager 

Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  & Explosive  Acts 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  and  Factory  Acts 

Inspector  under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
Inspector  for  the  Riparian  Health  Area  of  Brixham 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Brixham®  Telephones  Brixham  2206  Extn.  5 
Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector;  Mrs®  S«  Michelmore. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  aind  Housing  Committee  for  the  session 
1964/65  was  Councillor  Miss  M®  Davies;  also  on  the  Committee  were  Councillors 
Mrs.  A®  Park,  J.P®,  Mrs®  M®  Gabbey,  F.  W.  H®  Park,  H®  E®  Filmer,  W®  S®  Dart, 
R.  Bo  Southwicko 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1964 

TABLE  1 

Figures  for  1963  are  shown  in  brackets 

POPULATIONS 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  of  Brixham  Urban  District 


11,390  (11,130) 


+ 20  (+  3) 
+220  (+277) 
+2kO  (+280) 

GENERAL  STATISTICS? 

Area  in  Acres  oo  ...  3,629 


Natural  increase  or  decrease  . . • 

Migration  in  or  out 

Total  Increase  or  Decrease  ..o 


Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  (31st  March) 


4,37^  (4,396) 


Number  of  Houses  per  acre 
Number  of  Persons  per  acre 
Number  of  Persons  per  house 


...  0.81  (0.7) 

...  2.02  (1.9) 

2.49  (2.3) 


Rateable  Value  of  District  (31st  March.  1964) 


£469,464 


Estimated  Penny  Rate  Product  1964/63 


£1,831 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1964 


TABLE  2 


Figures  for  1963  are  shown  in 

brackets 

21.5 

(18.2) 

BIRTHS 

Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

for  Births 

• • o 

1.25 

( 1.14) 

Number  of  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

8o 

116 

196 

Legitimate 

74 

107 

l8l 

Illegitimate 

6 

9 

13 

Number  of  Still  Births 

1 

2 

3 

DEATHS 

Standairdised  Death  Rate  per  1 

,000  population 

10.20 

(11.9) 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

for  Deaths 

4 0 0 

0.66 

( 0.76) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  Ages  “ Total 

84 

92 

176 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 yr. 

3 

1 

4 

Number  under  4 weeks  of  age 

2 

1 

3 

Number  under  1 week  of  age 

1 

1 

2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  20#4  (11*2) 

COMPARISON  WITH  RATES  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

BIRTH  RATE;  *18.4  (18.2)  DEATH  RATE:  *11.3  (12.2) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  *20.0  (21.1) 

(Infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

*Pro visional  figure  for  1964 
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PREVAI£NCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES;  Cases  Notified  During  1964 

TABLE  1 


Age  Groups  in  Years 


DISEASE 

Measles 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs) 


Under 

TOTAL  1 1- 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

TABLE  2 


5- 

1 

0 


15- 

0 

0 


Over 

25- 

0 0 

0 1 


As  recorded  above  only  two  diseauses  were,  notified  by  medical  practitioners;  the 
measles  in  the  third  quarter  and  the  case  of  tuberculosis  in  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1964o  However  fifty-two  cases  of  illness  were  informally  notified  through 
the  School  Health  Service  and  the  Torqmy  District  Hospital  Management  Committee 
The  cases  were  as  follows 


DISEASE  TOTAL 

Measles  2 

German  Measles  2 ^ 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Mumps  41 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Actinomycosis  1 

Quinsey  1 

Gastro-fJnteritis  1 


1st 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Incidence  by  Quarters 


2nd 

0 

1 

2 

21 

0 

1 

0 

0 


3rd 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 


kth 

0 

1 

0 

18 

0 

0 

1 

1 


INTERNATIONAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  VACCINATION 


During  the  year  203  certificates  of  Smallpox  and  Cholera  vaccination  in 
respect  of  persons  travelling  abroad  were  authenticated  by  the  Public  Health 
Department* 
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OJ  KN^  lAVO  tNCO  ON  o r-  C\J  K^-d■  lAVO  INoO  ON  O t-  CvJ  lAVO  Cn-OO  ON  Q r-  CVJ  lf\vo 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1964 


lane  No, 


AULi  CAUSES  9 0 0 0 0 o 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  0.. 

Syphilitic  disease  0 . » 

Diphtheria  00.  0.0 

Whooping  Cough  0.0 

Meningococceil  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

Measles  00.  000 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach  000 

” " lungs,  bronchus 

” ” breast  0 . 0 

” ” uterus  0 0 0 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  0.0  0.0 

l^Labetes  000  000  000  000 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease , angina  • • « ... 

Hypertension  vidth  heart  disease  0.0 
Other  heart  disease  000  000  0.0 

Other  circulatory  diseaise  000  000 

Influenza  0*0  000  0 » » 000 

Pneumonxa  » » » 000  000  000 

Bronchxtis  » » • 000  000  000 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  0 0 0 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  000  000 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  000  000 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  000 
Congenital  malformations  000  000 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  000  000 

All  other  accidents  000  000 

Suicide  000  000  000  000 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  0 0 0 


M 

F 

Total 

Sk 

92 

176 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

9 

7 

' 16 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

7 

20 

27 

17 

11 

28 

2 

3 

3 

11 

16 

27 

5 

3 

10 

0 

0 

0 

k 

2 

6 

k 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

— 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

13 

9 

22 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

k 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  BRIXHAM 
LABORATORY  SERVICE 

Laboratory  facilities  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  pathological 
specimens,  samples  of  milk,  water,  ice  cream  and  shell  fish,  are  provided  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  at  Bradninch  Place,  Gandy  Street,  Exeter 
(Telephones  Exeter  5^959)® 

In  emergency,  certain  (medical)  specimens  can  be  examined  at  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Torbay  Hospital,  Torquay. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  water  and  other  samples  is  undertaken  by 
Dro  Cedric  V.  Reynolds,  Public  Analyst,  1 Bamfield  Crescent,  Exeter  (Telephone:: 
Exeter  72836)0 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  following  are  some  of  the  County  Council  Services,  provided  in  accordano 
with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  19^*  Full  details  can  be  obtained  from 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Topsham  Road, 

Exetero  Telephone  Exeter  77977® 

Home  aind  Domestic  Help 

This  service  aims  to  provide  essential  domestic  help  in  cases  of  maternity,, 
sickness,  convalescence,  old  age  and  infirmity,  or  in  any  emergency  in  a 
household  due  to  illness.  The  service  is  not  free,  but  householders,  if  unable 
to  pay  the  full  charges,  are  assessed  according  to  their  means. 

The  Home  Help  Organiser  for  the  District  is  Miss  I.  Gaiger,  D.CoCo  Central 
Clinic,  14  Midvale  Road,  Paignton.  (Telephone:  Paignton  39‘131)®  She  is  also 
in  attendance  at  the  Brixham  D.C.C.  Clinic,  Greenswood  Road,  Brixham.  (Telephonee 
Brixham  3374.)  on  Thursday  afternoons  from  2 p.m.  to  3® 30  P®ffl® 

Home  Nursing.  Midwifery.  Health  Visiting  and  Welfare  Centre 

There  are  three  Nurses  and  two  Health  Visitors.  A child  welfare  clinic  is  : 
held  at  the  Clinic,  Greenswood  Road,  Brixham  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  service  is  under  the  general  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
but  the  local  administration  is  carried  out  by  the'  Brixham  St.  John  Ambulance  - 
and  Nursing  Brigade,  under  an  agency  agreement  with  the  Devon  County  Council. 

Doctors  requiring  an  ambulance  are  advised  to  telephone  the  Ambulance 
Radio  Control  Centre  at  Torquay  (Telephone:  Torquay  39343)®  However  it  is 
still  permissable  to  telephone  the  local  Ambulance  Station  at  Brixham  3065. 

Except  in  emergency  an  aunbulance  should  be  ordered  by  a Medical 
Practitioner. 
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Mental  Health 


Arrangements  for  mental  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  a Medical 
Practitioner  are  made  by  the  Social  Workers  in  Mental  Health,  Miss  0,  F.  Evans 
and  Mto  W*  J,  Gliddon,  Central  Clinic,  14  Midvale  Road,  Paignton. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Brixham  Hospital  has  23  beds,  18  of  which  are  general  medical  and 
surgical;  and  5 maternity;  and  is  managed  by  the  Torquay  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  The  district  is  also  served  by  the  Torbay  Hospital,  Torquay. 

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  SERVICES 


There  are  7 general  Medicail  Practitioners  together  with  2 Dentists  in 
practice  at  Brixham, 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 


Old  People *s  Welfare 

The  Brixham  Old  People’s  WelfsLre  Committee  and  it's  subsidiaries, 
comprising  Friendly  Visiting,  Good  Companions  Club,  Chiropody  Service 
(assisted  by  Devon  County  Council  grant),  a Meals-on-Wheels  Service  and  a 
Night  or  Day  Sitter  Service,  brings  a good  deail  of  comfort  and  cheer  to  our 
elderly  residents, 

Laywell  Old  People’s  Home  caters  for  residents  of  both  sexes,  27  in  all. 
It  is  owned  aind  managed  by  Brixham  Old  People’s  Housing  Association  Ltd, 

Blood  Transfusion  Service 


A mobile  unit  visited  Brixham  in  March  and  November,  1964,  and  worked 
at  the  Methodist  Schoolroom, 

Information  Service 


The  WoVoSo  operate  an.  inquiry  office  at  the  Harbour  and  this  has  proved 
to  be  most  useful.  There  is  also  a Council  owned  information  office 
adjoining  the  Town  Hall, 

Mortuary 

There  is  a public  mortuary  adjoining  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Bolton 
Street,  Brixham, 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Y/ATER  SUPPLY 


The  South  West  Devon  Water  Board 


On  October  1st  1963?  Brixham  Coimcil  ceased  to  be  a water  undertaking 
and  responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  was  handed  over  to  the  newly 
formed  South  West  Devon  Water  Boardo 

PUBLIC  Source  of  Supply 

This  remains  substantially,  the  same  as  before.  Prior  to  the  1st 
October,  1963«  bulk  supplies  of  drinking  water  were  purchased  from  Paignton 
Urban  District  and  these  were  augmented  from  Laywell  Spring  sitxiated  in 
Higher  Brixham.  The  water  is  derived  from  a Moorland  source  and  partly  from 
an  abstraction  scheme  alongside  the  River  Dart  n®ar  Totnes. 

Water  from  Hillhead  Reservoir  also  supplies  properties  in  the  Kingswear 
locality. 

There  are  three  service  reservoirs;  at  Hillhead  (525»000  gallons),  Alston 
(1,000,000  gallons),  and  Laywell  (326,000  gallons).  The  Laywell  reservoir 
supplies  the  low  level  area  of  the  town  and  Hillhead  and  Alston  Reservoirs  the 
higher  parts  of  the  town. 

Quantity 

The  Board ®s  scheme  to  augment  supplies  of  water  from  Alston  Reservoir 
to  Hillhead  Reservoir  was  completed  by  the  end  of  June,  and  supplies  of 
drinking  water  to  the  town  have  since  shown  a marked  improvement. 

Quality 

• Regular  bacteriological  samples  of  the  treated  drinking  water  were  taken. 
A total  of  27  samples  from  reservoirs  and  23  samples  from  water  taps  was  taken 
during  the  year.  There  was  a small  bacteriological  count  on  three  occasions. 
Repeat  samples  were  all  satisfactory. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Domestic  Refuse  is  collected  once  weekly,  and  an  unlimited  number  of  bins 
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are  emptied  free  of  charge.  If  an  additional  collection  is  required  during 
the  week,  a charge  will  be  made  of  sixpence  per  bin  collected.  Forms  of 
application  are  supplied  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Trade  refuse  is  also  collected  once  weekly,  but  only  one  free  bin  is 
allowed.  All  other  bins  are  charged  at  sixpence  per  bin  emptied.  Arrangements 
can  be  made  for  a second  collection  of  trade  refuse  (no  free  bin)  on  receipt 
of  an  application  form,  supplied  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Sbarkham  Point  Refuse  Tip 

Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  takes  place  into  an  old  quarry  situated 
on  the  Northern  slope  of  the  point  above  St.  Mary*s  Bay.  Since  the  Council 
took  steps  to  prohibit  una;thorised  tipping  the  appeairance  of  the  tip  has 
improved,  and  it*s  msuiagement  is  made  easier. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Public  Health  Department 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  was  given  an  extra  duty,  namely  Inspector 
under  the  Offices,  Shops  ^d  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963«  To  make  these 
extra  duties  possible  the  part-time  public  health  clerk  was  engaged  full- 
time from  1st  April,  1964. 

Infectious  Disease  Control 


Arising  from  the  Aberdeen  iJyphoid  fever  outbreak  information  about  tins 
of  corned  beef  thought  to  be  connected  with  the  illness  was  provided  by  the 
Ministry.  Businesses,  hotels  and  all  other  catering  establishments  were 
contacted  including  private  schools  and  the  Devon  County  Council  school 
canteen.  Eighteen  tins  of  corned  beef  were  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  instructions. 

Draiinage  Inspections 

308  houses  and  flats  were  completed  during  the  year  and  considerable 
time  was  given  to  the  supervision  of  the  design  and  construction  of  drainage 
systems. 

The  tests  and  inspections  ceirried  out  by  the  Drainage  and  Building 
Inspector  are  classified  as  follows  >• 


•“  1.7  " 


Totail  number  of  drainage 

inspections  ^06 

New  drainage  tested  and 

found  satisfactory  J69 

Extensions  to  old  drains 

tested  and  found  satisfactory  kk 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 


Six  houses  containing  twenty-three  rooms  were  treated  against  vermin^ 

The  collection  of  mattresses  and  other  items  for  disposal  is  now 
operated  at  a small  fee  for  each  article c 


Holiday  Camps 


The  holiday  camps  were  surveyed  during  the  peak  period  of  August  Bank 
Holiday  week«  A totsLL  of  camp  sites  was  visitedo  There  were  1,440 
chalets,  591  caravans  and  229  tents,  estimated  to  contain  7»815  persons <> 


In  addition  there  were  350  roadside  and  car  park  campers » 

40  other  inspections  of  holiday  camps  also  took  place©  It  was  estimated 
that  1,750  persons  were  at  hotels  and  boarding  houses  and  3»820  in  bed  and 
breakfast  houses;  bringing  the  peak  period  holiday  population  to  13»735«>  “j^ie 
resident  popxilation  was  11,130  so  that  the  totail  population  approached  25,000 
persons© 

Swimming  Pools 

There  is  a sea  water  swimming  pool  at  Shbalstoneo  It  is  owned  by  the 
Councilo  There  au?e  three  privately  owned  pools  and  ainother  under  construction© 

Complaints 


Ninetyfour  complaints  including  complaints  about  holiday  accommodation 
were  satisfactorily  deailt  with© 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT©  1949 

A pairt-time  rodent  operator  was  employed  for  twenty-two  hours  a week, 
but  owing  to  ill  health  he  resigned  in  December,  1964©  Paignton  U©D©Co 
covered  for  the  airea  until  other  airrangements  could  be  made© 


- 18  - 


Treatment  to  private  houses  is  free  of  charge,  but  a charge  is  made 
for  treating  business  premises. 


During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operator  carried  out  6^k  visits  in  the 
district.  A summary  of  the  work  done,  based  on  the  Report  already  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  is  tabulated  as  follows s- 


Council 

Dwelling 

Business 

Agricul- 

Premises 

Houses 

Premises 

tural 

TOTAL 

No.  Properties 

Inspected 

No.  infested  with 

6 

149 

19 

1 

175 

Rats 

2 

^9 

3 

0 

54 

No.  infested  with 

Mice 

0 

14 

2 

0 

16 

No.  Properties 

treated 

6 

149 

16 

1 

172 

A total  of  47 

block  control 

schemes  was 

Coirried 

out. 

The  estimated  kill  is  summarised  below 

Rats 

Harbour  Areas  Brown  3 Black  o 

» 

District  Area:  Brown  85  Black  0 


Mice 

0 

63 


Sewers 


Just  over  ten  per  cent  of  the  sewers  were  treated.  No  trace  of  rats 
was  found. 

Insect  Pest  Control 


18  properties  were  treated  for  wasps.  A charge  of  five  shillings  per 
property  was  made. 


HOUSING 


Inspections 


194  hoiises  in  the  district  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  during  1964. 
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10  Legal  Notices  and  8 Informal  Notices  were  served# 

Overcrowding 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  or  dealt  with  during  the  year# 
Substandard  Housing 

No  demolitions  or  closures  took  place  during  1964,  but  the  following 
properties  were  the  subject  of  Official  Representations  to  the  Council s- 

23  Church  Street,  Brixham 
14  Greenswood  Gardens,  Brixham 
3 Higher  Street,  Brixham 

One  other  property,  2 Penn  lane,  was  also  considered  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  but  in  this  case  it  was  repairable  at  reasonable  cost  and  was  dealt 
with  accordinglyo 

Improvement  Grants 

22  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  above® 

New  Development  ~ Plans 


73  inspections  were  carried  out® 

Council  Housing 

No  new  Council  housing  was  built  during  the  yeeir® 

Council  Housing  Waiting  List 

At  the  end  of  1964  the  waiting  list  for  accommodation  had  not  increased 
in  size®  Half  the  total  number  of  applicants  are  between  the  ages  of  60  and 
70  years#  Sixty  per  cent  of  the  demand  is  for  one  bedroom  accommodation  and 
of  the  remaining  forty  per  cent  on  the  waiting  list  approximately  one  half 
require  two  bedrooms® 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Ice  Cream 


A total  of  77  premises  is  registered  for  the  sale  or  storage  of  ice 
cream  as  follows s- 
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Bakers/Confectioners  ...  ...  11 

Cafes  ...  ...  14 

Camp  Cafes/Shops  ...  ...  7 

Beach  Huts/Kiosks  7 

Multiple  Store  ...  ...  1 

Tea  Trailer  ...  . 1 

Grocers/Greengrocers  ...  3^1 

Dairy  ...  ...  1 

Club  e a • . o a 1 

Hotels  . . 0 0 o o 2 

Cinema  0.0  , . . 1 


Three  of  the  premises  listed  above  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  part*** 
manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Milk  and  Cream  Samples 

42  samples  of  milk  and  5 samples  of  milk  from  vending  machines  together 
with  29  cream  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Food  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  listed  below 


Canned 

Food 

Fresh  Food 

Other  Food 

Meat 

177  lb. 

Meat  18  lb. 

Jellied 

eels  56  lb. 

Fruit 

383  tins 

Meat  Pies  9 

Soup 

36  packets 

Fish 

19  tins 

Bread 

10  loaves 

Vegetables 

74  tins 

Jam 

24  jars 

Milk 

34  tins 

Fruit  Juice 

8 tins 

Fires  occurred  at  the  MayflowerCafe  and  the  African  Boy  Restaurant  during 
the  summer.  Both  have  remained  closed  since  the  occurrence.  Foodstuffs 
condemned  at  the  Mayflower  cafe  are  as  folltws:- 


Beef  skinless  sausages 

1,560 

Ice  Cream 

1 

gal. 

Hamburgers 

16  doz. 

Granulated  Sugar 

10 

lb. 

Lyons  Benders 

40  doz. 

Whippsys 

14 

doz. 

Fruit  cakes 

6 doz. 

Crus ha 

zh 

bottles 

Processed  cheese 

20  lb. 

Crusha  Raspberry  Sauce 

bottle 

Plaice 

50  lb. 

Tea  bags 

4 

32^  Cream 

gal. 

Butter 

34 

lb. 

16%  Cream 

2 pints 

Chocolate  Syrup 

tin 

V/impeys 

36 

Bun  Mix 

3 

doz.  packel 

Suncrush 

1 gal. 

Standard  Eggs 

7 

doz. 

Baps 

8)4 

doz. 
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These  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip  on  Sharkham  Point* 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

A total  of  121  inspections  was  made*  K.ve  complaints  about  inedible 
or  contaminated  foodstuffs  were  received.  One  was  dealt  with  informally, 
but  four  were  passed  on  to  the  Devon  County  Council  Sampling  Officer  for 
attention* 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  Devon  County  Council  Sampling  Officer  has  supplied  the  following 
information  about  samples  taken  for  analysis  during  1964:- 


Beef  Stew  with  Vegetables 

Stewed  Steak  in  Gravy 

Vintage  Apple  Wine 

Meat  Pies 

Chop  Sauce 

Cooking  Oil 

Honey  Cider 

All  these  samples  were  reported 


Cheese  and  Marmite  Wafers 
Potted  Beef  with  Butter 
Toffetts  with  Milk  Chocolate 
Creamed  Rice  Pudding 
Cheese  Spread 
Almond  Paste 
Milk  (17  Samples) 

be  genuine. 


The  following  samples  were  defective 


Bread  - part  of  a sliced  loaf  containing  a nail.  The  Public 

Analyst  was  of  the  opinion  it  was  not  baked  in  the  bread 
and  there  was  insufficient  evidence  of  when  it  was 
introduced.  No  action  wajs  taken. 

Dates  “ containing  mouse  excreta.  Warning  letter* 

Bread  - contaminated  with  a growth  of  mould*  Fined  £10*  Oso.Od*  plus 
£8*  8s*  Od*,  costs  at  Brixham  Court  on  11th  December,  1964. 

Bread  Roll  - containing  part  of  a cockroach*  Fined  £10*  Os*  Od*, 

plus  £8.  8s.  Od*,  costs  at  Brixham  Court  on  11th  Decembe: 
1964* 


MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS*  1928  & 1936 
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Number  of  licences  granted  to  store  Petroleum 


# • • 


25 


Amount  of  Petroleum  stored  ...  58,^50  gallons 


EXPLOSIVES  ACTS,  1875  & 1923 

Licences  were  granted  as  follows s- 

Storage  of  Gunpowder,  Gelignite  and  Fuses  1 

Sale  of  Ammunition  .o.  .o*  3 

Sale  of  Fireworks  **<>  »«o  12 


SHOPS  ACT,  1930 
PART  IV  - SUNDAY  TRADING 


A warning  was  given  to  one  shopkeeper  in  the  area  under  the  above 

Acto 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT«  I963 
One  licence  existed  until  August  1964  when  the  holder  diedo 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  8e  RAIIiWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

This  Act  which  required  all  occupiers  of  premises  concerned  to  register 
came  into  operation  during  the  year*  The  original  response  was  slow  and 
some  premises  had  to  be  visited  in  order  to  secure  registration*  A total  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  registrations  and  two  Notices  of  Accident  were 
received  by  the  end  of  the  yeaur* 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1931 

Two  pet  shops  were  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
continued  to  operate  satisfactorily.  One  was  discontinued  owing  to  the  death 
of  the  owner  in  August  1964. 


GAME  ACT,  1831 

Four  persons  were  licensed  to  deal  in  game. 
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SECTION  D 


RIPARIAN  HEALTH  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM  1964  (SUMMARISED) 

The  above  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  March,  1965* 

A total  of  1,572  ships  with  a nett  tonnage  of  327»683  tons  entered  the 
area;  an  increase  of  127  ships  over  the  previous  year^  These  figures  do  not 
include  liners  calling  for  pilots  as  these  vessels  do  not  encroach  upon  the 
Riparian  District o Most  of  the  vessels  call  at  the  oil  wharf,  for  bunkering 
purposes,  and  stay  there  only  a few  hours o Often  they  arrive  overnight  and  are 
away  by  dawn® 

Five  routine  inspections  for  nuisances  were  carried  outo  One  ship  was 
extremely  dirty  and  had  no  first  aid  kit«  It  was  the  subject  of  statutory 
action  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  who  refused  to  let  the  ship  sail  imtil 
improvements  were  carried  out.  The  owners  did  not  reply  to  my  informal  letter 
drawing  attention  to  defects  and  deficiencies. 

One  crew  member  was  treated  in  hospital  for  suspected  chicken-pox,  two 
others  required  treatment  aboard  ship  for  eye  trouble  and  varicose  ulcers  and 
one  man  with  stomach  pains  was  sent  to  hospital. 


SECTION  E 

FACTORIES  ACT.  I96I 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM 


The  following  is  a summaury  of  information  in  respect  of  the  year 

1964. 


Part  1 of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(i)  Factories  without  Mechamcal  Power? 
(Sections  1,2.3<^  and  ^ 

Number  on  Register  . . . ...  2 

Inspections  ...  ...  2 

Written  Notices  . . . ...  0 

Occupiers  prosecuted  ...  ...  0 
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(ii)  Factories  with  Mechanical  Power; 
(section  7) 


Number  on  Register  ... 

Inspections  ••• 

Written  Notices  ..o 

Occupiers  prosecuted  » . . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act; 

(Sections  7 and  127) 

(Electric  Stations,  Institutions,  Sites  of 
Building  Operations,  Works  of  Engineering 
Construction,  but  excluding  Outworker *s 
Premises) • 


• • • 


• • • 

• o • 

o • • 


49 

10 

3 

0 


Number  on  Register 
Inspections 
Written  Notices 
Occupiers  prosecuted 


7 

84 

0 

0 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Defect 


Found  Remedied 


Defects  referred 

to  H.M.  by 
Inspector  Inspector 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (So?) 


(a)  Insufficient  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 


1 

1 

1 


0 

0 

0 


1 

1 

1 


Number  of  cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted:  Nil® 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  13^)  f 

A 


■i 

Section  133 

Section  13^ 

Noo  of  out*» 

Noo  of  cases 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Noo  of 

Nature 

workers  in 

of  default 

prosecu- 

instances 

Noticea 

of 

August  list 

in  sending 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

servedf 

work 

required  by 

lists  to 

failure 

unwhole- 

Section  133 

the  Council 

to  supply 

some 

-^(1)  (c) 

lists 

premises — 

^ , 

(2) 

(3) 

w 

(5) 

i 1 

(6) 

Wearing) 

Apparel)  Making 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lainp“  ) etco 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 .<1 

shades  ) 

.4 

TOTAL 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 f 

} 

1 



(7)  There  were  no  prosecutions 


